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SUMMARY
This thesis began in response to two questions. blhat were
children in South Australian state primary schools taught about
Austral ia and themsel ves? In part'icul ar, when were they he'lped to
understand that Australia was their country and that they were part
of an Australian nation? Preliminary work further refined the
questions. Why was it not until 1906 that the South Australian
Education Department made a concerted effort to adapt the essentially
Eng'lish curriculum to Australian circumstances, so helping ch'ildren
to make Austra,lia central to their ideas of country and nation? What
does this indicate about the nature of the patriotism and nationalism
experienced by Australians, a subject of considerable debate among
hi stori ans?
As the Introduction expìains, investigation of these questions
draws on three inter-related areas of research: the history of
education, Australian history and Australian historiography. The
first serves to focus on the curriculum of schools, the text books
used (especia'l'ly for H'istory) and educati onal ideas general ly.
But to understand how and why educators used all these to mould
children's ideas of patriotjsm and nationalism, one needs the wider
background of the other two areas, Australian history and hjstorio-
graphy. They reveal both what was the experjence of Australians and
how that experience was ìnterpreted by historians. Historians'
interpretati ons espec'ial 'ly were then transl ated by educators and
writers of school text books for children, so complet'ing the cycle.
ì'tl
Chapter I shows that educators from .l852 recognized the problem
of how to adapt an Engìish curriculum to Australian circumstances
but were uncertain in thejr response. Thus, whereas adaptatìon
was made in Geography, this was not found possible in Histony,
Reading and Speciaì Lessons. In the opinion of John Hart'ley,
Inspector-General in the lBBOs, there was no Australian history;
neither was there an Australian nation. In this he was influenced not
only by his percept'ion of Australians at the tjme, but also by the
vielvs of current hi storians and writers, espec'ia'lly of Charl es Di I ke
in his book Greater Britain: Australians, however modified, were
st'ill essential ly Engì ishmen or, perhaps more accurate'ly, Greater
Britons. Thus, Hartley be]'ieved, children should be taught that
while their country was South Australia, they themselves were
citizens of Greater Britain.
Chapters II, III and IV are the most important in the thes'is.
They exanrine the innovative efforts in nation building of three
reformers, George Henderson, Alfred I^Jilliams and Bertie Roach, to
make Australia central to the curriculum in schools from 1902 to 19.l3.
Children were to be taught that their country was Australia and that
they belonged prìmarily to an Australian nation. They were to be 'good
Australians'. Through this, they argued, children would learn to
appreciate the Emp'ire to which they also belonged; they would become
Imperial patriots. hlhile these efforts reflected all k'inds of changes
taking p'lace in the lives of Australians, they also reflected the
changing interpretations of historians: of Henderson himself in his
writing and teaching; and more particu'larly of Richard Jebb'in his
book Studies in Colonial Nat'ional ism.
Finally, Chapter V outljnes and expla'ins the fate of the reformers'
lv.
efforts in the period from l9l4 to 1939. Their work had promised so
much. Yet, wìthin a few years, it was eclipsed by their successors'
uncertain attitude towards Australìa and their insistence that the
British Empíre should be the focal point of the curriculum and school
life generally. Thus, the kind of patriotism and nationalism encouraged
in schools was essentially British-based - a stagnant rather than
innovative.approach. This reflected the way in which l,lorld l,rlar I
strengthened rather than weakened the Imperial sentiment of many
South Australians. The emergence of the League of Nations, and, more
particularly, its fai'lure, had a sjmilar effect. Australian patriotism
and nationalisnr were seen as narrow and parochial. By contrast,
feelings centred on the Empire appeared to be more internatjona'l;
they promised to lead to a more certain kind of security than that
offered by the League. All this was seen in the work of historians
hJ.K. Hancock and G.V. Portus.
The Conclusion is a reminder of how striking were the achievements
of Henderson, blilliams and Roach from 1902 to l9l3 when seen in the
context of the broader period. But further, the study of these and
other educators shows how important the curriculum, especially H'istory,
has been in shaping Australian children's understanding of country and
natjon. It also indicates that the feelings encouraged in schools
reflected, through the work of historians, the feelings held by
Australians in the wider society. In this way it is possible to gain
greater insight into Australians' understanding of patriotism and
national ism.
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